REMARKS 



By the foregoing amendment, Claims 1 and 26 have been amended, and Claims 
20-21, 24-25, 45-57, 67-69, 71-81 and 84-89 have been cancelled. Favorable 
reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

Initially, the Examiner indicated that Claim 46 is a non-elected claim and that it 
reads on Fig. 6. The Examiner further indicated that Claim 46 was now withdrawn from 
consideration. Claim 46 recites "said vasoocclusive coil is detachably mounted to the 
distal end of the pusher member by a loop attached at the proximal end of the coil as a 
socket." Fig. 6 relates to the embodiment in which the proximal end of the coil is not 
connected to the pusher member by a loop, but rather the proximal stem portion 52 
includes at least one rounded member 54 that is engaged by a body of constraining 
material 56 in the form of a tubular collar. Fig. 6 does not relate to Claim 46. Claim 46 
is supported in the description at page 12, lines 16-21, stating "The coil itself may be 
detachably mounted to the distal end of the pusher member, for example, by ... a loop 34 
attached at the proximal end of the coil as a socket as shown in Fig. 2." In the response 
filed June 17, 2005, Applicant elected Species II, Fig. 2. However, in order to limit the 
issues in view of the finality of the Office Action, Claim 46 has been cancelled. 

Claims 1, 5, 17-19, 22-23, 26, 30, 42-43, 58-61 and 63-65 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) on the grounds of anticipation by Ken. The Examiner indicated that Ken 
discloses a coil, a stretch resistant member including radio-opaque material fixed to the 
coil, a portion of a pusher member including a sacrificial fiber connector, illustrated in 
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Fig. 3. The Examiner referred to Ken at column 5, lines 1-12, which discloses that in the 
embodiment of Fig. 3, the "vaso-occlusive coil (130) is attached to a crimped end (132). 
The crimped end (132) is, in turn, crimped onto both the stretch resistant member (134) 
and the core wire (136)." Ken thus discloses that the stretch-resisting member is attached 
to the coil at both ends of the coil . Claims 1 and 26 have been amended to recite "said 
stretch resistant member being fixedly attached to said vasoocclusive coil only at said 
distal end of said vasoocclusive coil." Claims 1 and 26 also recite "said stretch resistant 
member being formed of a therapeutic non-metallic fiber material." It is respectfully 
submitted that Ken does not teach, disclose or suggest a stretch resistant member being 
fixedly attached to the vasoocclusive coil only at the distal end of the vasoocclusive coil, 
as is claimed, and that Ken fails to teach, disclose or suggest a stretch resistant member 
formed of a therapeutic non-metallic fiber material, as is claimed. It is therefore 
respectfully submitted that Claims 1, 5, 17-19, 22-23, 26, 30, 42-43, 58-61 and 63-65 are 
novel and inventive over Ken, and that the rejection of Claims 1, 5, 17-19, 22-23, 26, 30, 
42-43, 58-61 and 63-65 on the grounds of anticipation by Ken should be withdrawn. 

Claims 2, 4, 6-14, 27, 29, 31-39, 44, 61-62 and 65-66 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) on the grounds of obviousness from Ken. The Examiner indicated that 
Ken failed to contain "an explicit disclosure of the different forms/materials, such as a 
ribbon/a braid/a stranded material/a polymeric material/ etc. . ." The Examiner indicated 
that the "forms/material as recited in the claims are well known in the art." The 
Examiner's attention is directed to MPEP §706.02(j), indicating that the burden is on the 
Examiner to clearly explain the grounds of the rejection for obviousness. The Examiner 
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has not indicated the relevant teachings of the prior art cited, the differences in the claims 
over the applied reference cited, the proposed modification of the applied references 
necessary to arrive at the claimed subject matter, or an explanation why one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made would be motivated to make the 
proposed modification. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and 
the reasonable expectation of success must both be found in the prior art and not based on 
applicant's disclosure. 

Claims 1 and 26 have been amended to recite "said stretch resistant member being 
fixedly attached to said vasoocclusive coil only at said distal end of said vasoocclusive 
coil." Claims 1 and 26 also recite "said stretch resistant member being formed of a 
therapeutic non-metallic fiber material." It is respectfully submitted that Ken does not 
teach, disclose or suggest a stretch resistant member being fixedly attached to the 
vasoocclusive coil only at the distal end of the vasoocclusive coil, as is claimed, and that 
Ken fails to teach, disclose or suggest a stretch resistant member formed of a therapeutic 
non-metallic fiber material, as is claimed. It is therefore respectfully submitted that 
Claims 2, 4, 6-14, 27, 29, 31-39, 44, 61-62 and 65-66 are novel and inventive over Ken, 
and that the rejection of Claims 2, 4, 6-14, 27, 29, 31-39, 44, 61-62 and 65-66 on the 
grounds of obviousness fi-om Ken should be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-2, 4-14, 17-19, 22-23, 26-27, 29-39, 42-44, 46 and 58-66 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) on the grounds of obviousness from Ghandi et al. The 
Examiner identified the stem 136 of Figs. 9 and 10 of Ghandi et al. as a stretch resistant 
member, fixedly attached at "the first end to said vasoocclusive coil." The Examiner 
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indicated that Gharidi et al. failed to contain "an explicit disclosure of the different 
forms/materials, such as a ribbon/a braid/a stranded material/a polymeric material/ etc. . 
The Examiner indicated that the "forms/material as recited in the claims are well known 
in the art." 

As noted above, the Examiner has not indicated the relevant teachings of the prior 
art cited, the differences in the claims over the applied reference cited, the proposed 
modification of the applied references necessary to arrive at the claimed subject matter, 
or an explanation why one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would be motivated to make the proposed modification. The teaching or suggestion to 
make the claimed combination and the reasonable expectation of success must both be 
found in the prior art and not based on applicant's disclosure. 

Furthermore, Claims 1 and 26 have been amended to recite "said stretch resistant 
member being fixedly attached to said vasoocclusive coil only at said distal end of said 
vasoocclusive coil." Ghandi et al. discloses the stem member attached to the proximal 
end of the coil. Claims 1 and 26 also recite "said stretch resistant member being formed 
of a therapeutic non-metallic fiber material." It is respectfully submitted that Ghandi et 
al. does not teach, disclose or suggest a stretch resistant member being fixedly attached to 
the vasoocclusive coil only at the distal end of the vasoocclusive coiL as is claimed, and 
that Ghandi et al. fails to teach, disclose or suggest a stretch resistant member formed of a 
therapeutic non-metallic fiber material, as is claimed. It is therefore respectfully 
submitted that Claims 1-2, 4-14, 17-19, 22-23, 26-27, 29-39, 42-44, 46 and 58-66 are 
novel and inventive over Ghandi et al., and that the rejection of Claims 1-2, 4-14, 17-19, 
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22-23, 26-27, 29-39, 42-44, 46 and 58-66 on the grounds of obviousness from Ghandi et 
al. should be withdrawn. 

In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
the application should now be in condition for allowance, and an early favorable action in 
this regard is respectfully requested. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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